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Why Yangon, Myanmar?

(Photo: go.hrw.com)

Yangon (Rangoon) is one of the few 
remaining Asian cities that more fully 
expresses the British Colonial imprint 
and the in-migration of different 
Asian groups during the 19th and 
early 20th centuries. Since the early 
1960s, and until 2010s, there has been 
little change in the historic core.

Though dilapidated, its rich colonial-
era urban fabric had been preserved, 
recalling the days when Yangon was a 
major hub of the British empire. 
With Myanmar’s political and 
economic liberalization in 
2012, however, much of that heritage 
is under threat, as roads 
are widened and old buildings are 
knocked down for new development.



Historic Yangon
A cosmopolitan Asian city built on diverse cultural traditions



Walk 1: Sule, Kyauktada, and Pabedan
The Financia and Administrative Districts

Walk 2: Latha and Lanmadaw
Chinatown and Trader's Districts

Walk 3: Dagon and Ahlone
"Suburbs" of Wooden Laned and Posh Bungalows

(Image: Historical Walks in Yangon 2010)



Walk 1: Sule, Kyauktada, and Pabedan
The Financia and Administrative Districts

(Image: Historical Walks in Yangon 2010)



Walk 1: Sule, Kyauktada, and Pabedan
The Financial and Administrative Districts

Department Store-once housed 
the municipal offices while City 
Hall was being built

(Image: Historical Walks in Yangon 2010)



Walk 1: Sule, Kyauktada, and Pabedan
The Financial and Administrative Districts

On the east side of the park is the 
Immanuel Baptist Church (1885), 
which lost one spire in the 
Second World War but was 
rebuilt in 1952.

(Image: Historical Walks in Yangon 2010)



Walk 1: Sule, Kyauktada, and Pabedan
The Financial and Administrative Districts

Merchant street, located at the 
bottom of the park, is 
where major shipping agents 
and import companies kept 
offices, with the US Embassy and 
Indian Embassy occupying two 
premises.

Secretariat (1905), is the 
largest single early modern
building in Yangon

(Image: Historical Walks in Yangon 2010)



Walk 2: Latha and Lanmadaw
Chinatown and Trader's Districts

(Image: Historical Walks in Yangon 2010)



Walk 2: Latha and 
Lanmadaw
Chinatown and 
Trader's Districts

Why focus on Chinatown?

• As a place, Yangon owes its uniqueness to the myriad 
contributions of distinct cultural groups – the Burmese, 
British, Chinese and Indians as well as, among others, the 
Parsi and Armenians.

• Chinatown, which reflects the influence of different 
groups of Chinese residents (first the Fukienese and Teo 
Chiew and later the Straits Chinese [Baba] and 
Cantonese), expresses the vibrant commercial past 
and present of the place. It is one of historic Yangon’s 
major attributes, along with the British Colonial “district” 
and the Indian Quarter.



Aesthetic /Architectural/ Authenticity/ Historic 
Value of the place & associated CDEs





Social Value & Economic Value



Urban streetscape
The tangible (physical environment, architecture, signage, etc.) 
and the intangible (the people and activities, etc.)
Planning control system (such as development control and 
buffer zone).



Walk 3: Dagon and Ahlone
"Suburbs" of Wooden Laned and Posh Bungalows

The Pegu Club (1882) founded in 1871 as a civil servants' venue within the 
Cantonment was strictly segregated; not even mixed parentage Anglo-Burmese 
were allowed to join, although the staff was entirely Indian.

(Image: Historical Walks in Yangon 2010)



Lokanat Gallery 
Building
(The formerly 
Sofaer’s Buildings)



Lokanat Gallery Building
The formerly Sofaer’s Buildings

contemporary Burmese art



Sagawa Street, off Pyay Road, 
opposite Russian Embassy

The Pegu Club



The Pegu Club



Waziya Cinema



Waziya Cinema



Gandhi Hall



Agricultural Development Bank

art-deco features





Yangon 
Heritage Trust

Founded by well-known historian and author 
Dr. Thant Myint-U in 2012 to preserve the city’s 
unique architectural legacy, Yangon Heritage 
Trust is now the most authoritative local non-
governmental organization in Myanmar on the 
conservation of urban heritage.

Daw Moe Moe Lwin has been General 
Secretary of Association of Myanmar 
Architects since 2009 and was Director of 
the Yangon Heritage Trust.

an advisory one to the government and 
an advocacy one to the general public.
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Thanks!
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