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Engineers Without Borders (Hong Kong) -- Annual Report 2010-2011

Foreword

1. Times flies! In a wink, Engineers Without Borders (Hong Kong) has been established for
three years. The Council is much honoured to receive an award from the Hong Kong
Council of Social Services. In respect of project work, we looked for jobs locally as well as
those on Mainland China as we so announced in the AGM last year. The Council organized
some activities for Members during the year with an effort to solidify relations with them.
For the organization and structure of EWB, students from the tertiary sector formed the
Young Members Group within the year. However, there is still much room for
improvement in the administration of EWB. Hence, it is forestalled that the coming year is
one with heavy workload.

Award

2. The Council is much honoured that EWB was recommended by the Hong Kong Young
Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) and awarded by the Hong Kong Council of Social
Services (HKCSS) the title of “Caring Organization” for the year 2010-11.

Project Work

3. Walking out of the shadows of the Wen Chuen Earthquakes (earthquakes taking place in
Sichuan, China on 12 May 2008), EWB continued its efforts on 4 projects started on the
Mainland since last year, including:

® Handover technical inspections of three village clinics in Guizhou Province in October 2010.
These clinics were partially funded by donations solicited by EWB. Handover technical
inspections of three more clinics as funded by Grace Charity were also conducted in the trip.

® Appealing for donation for repairing the “Chan En Si Primary School” in Sichuan by
publishing its story. The Sing Tao Daily carried the story on 21 November 2010. EWB
received donations of HK$30,000 as a result, but the school needs HK$200,000. Hence the
Council continued its efforts to look for more funding this year.

4. Being invited by a Hong Kong charitable organization, Yellow Earth Foundation, two
Council Members went to Gansu Province for checking two schools under construction and
assessing the structure of an old school block. The construction of the schools was donated
by this organization.

5.  On the Hong Kong front, EWB collaborated with YWCA in assessing the repair needs of
some elderly people the 4™ year in a row, so that YWCA could apply for government
funding to meet such needs.
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The Sunshine Association, a charitable organization in Hong Kong, got a lease for a piece
of land from the Hong Kong government for the purpose of setting up a children special
educational activity centre. However, they do not have the knowledge of and experience in
managing land, building temporary structures and relevant regulations. EWB provided
them appropriate assistance.

The Crossroads, which is situated in the Gold Coast, Hong Kong, invited EWB to be their
technical adviser and to participate in the construction of their educational project, Global
Village. The project is still under vetting and awaiting approval from the government.

Member Activities

8.

With an effort to solidify relations with Members, the EWB Council organized three
activities this year, which are:
e The dinner gathering on 1 April, with Dr. Albert Ko being the guest speaker;
e The walk to the Hong Kong Geological Park, the section in High Island Reservoir,
Sai Kung on 1 May;
e The visit to Cathay City, belonging to the Cathay Pacific Airline, on 2 July.

Organization and Structure

8.

10.

Since Engineers Without Borders internationally wide build on the foundation of Engineers
and other professionals from the building industry, they are strongly supported by graduates
and under-graduates of parallel professions. For Hong Kong, this became one of our
targets since inception and we finally have it achieved in early September 2011. The EWB
Council welcomed with great pleasure the establishment of the Young Members Group.

The Council decided to change the capacity of registration for EWB from a Society to a
Company Limited with a view to coming under a stricter monitoring system. In view of
the importance and complexity of the task, and the Council taking a careful attitude, it may
take some time to complete the process.

During the year, the Council made an effort to look for a suitable place to set up an office
and activity centre for EWB. The Council visited 9 pieces of crown land in Kwun Tong
and Shatin, based on information supplied by the government. The Council made
applications for 3 pieces of land. One of the applications involving a piece of land in
Shatin was already turned down by the government due to land request by a government
department. No results were received so far for the remaining two.

Susanna Tam
Chairman

Engineers Without Borders
21 October 2011
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